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The Need NTDs are a major health concern that disproportionally impacts the poor.
WASH are critical for primary prevention of NTDs, and collaboration between the WASH
and NTD sectors is key to future control efforts and achieving broader impacts on public
health and development. WASH and NTD Roundtable meetings in 2012 and 2014 hosted
by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and SHARE respectively have advanced a shared
vision of collaboration. However, joint monitoring and research, two of the priorities
identified by the roundtables, remain a challenge.

The Study WASH and NTD experts were surveyed to consult on indicators suitable for
joint monitoring. Experts were recruited from the 2014 WASH and NTD Roundtable
participants as well as other global WASH and NTD working groups. Participants were
encouraged to share the survey link throughout their organizations and contacts to
generate further inputs. Four rounds of online surveys were used, in which indicators
from existing WASH and NTDs monitoring frameworks were presented, adjusted,
prioritized and discussed, in order to arrive at a core list of indicators.

§ Water,	sanitation,	and	hygiene	(WASH)	are	critical	for	the	control	of	
neglected	tropical	diseases	(NTDs),	but	collaboration	on	joint	monitoring	
indicators	remains	a	challenge.

§ Sector	experts	were	recruited	to	participate	in	online	surveys	to	consult	on	
indicators	best	suited	for	joint	monitoring	according	to	indicator	
importance	and	data	collection	feasibility.

§ Next	steps	will	be	to	integrate	the	seven	priority	indicators	into	existing	
WASH	and	NTD	monitoring	frameworks	and	to	contribute	to	relevant	
discussions	on	national,	regional,	and	global	level	monitoring.
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The Findings Consensus for all NTDs was built over three survey
rounds with sector experts (above). The following seven core
indicators emerged as priorities:

Process	indicator:	
• NTD	sector	National	and	District	master	plans	include	WASH	
activities,	targets,	and	indicators

Community-level	indicators:	
• Handwashing	with	soap	and	water	following	toilet	use	and	
before	eating.

• Community	members	have	basic	knowledge	of	hygiene	
practices.

• Presence	of	a	functioning,	clean	toilet	for	household	use.

School-level	indicators:
• An	improved	water	source	is	located	on	site	and	available	for	
all	children	at	school	through-out	the	year.

• Handwashing	with	soap	and	water	following	toilet	use	and	
before	eating.

• Presence	of	functioning,	clean	toilets	for	staff	and	student	
use.

Policy Recommendations Indicators generated in this
process are broadly applicable across a range of NTDs, and experts
were generally in agreement on the final list of joint indicators.
Throughout the selection process, experts were forced to make
trade offs between indicator importance and data collection
feasibility. These findings should be integrated into existing NTD
programme level monitoring, and used to contribute to relevant
discussions on national, regional, and global level monitoring.

Disease-Specific 
Indicators
Additional WASH indicators

Trachoma
§ Children	have	clean	faces.
§ Community	compound	is	visibly	clean	

and	free	of	human	feces.
§ Toilet	facility	includes	fly	control	

measures.

Soil-transmitted	helminths	(STH)
§ Hand	washing	with	soap	and	water	

following	toilet	use	and	before	eating.
§ Children	wear	basic	footwear.
§ Community	members	have	basic	

knowledge	of	hygiene	practices.

Schistosomiasis
§ Community	is	feces	free.
§ Exclusive	use	of	improved	water	

source.
§ Recreational	use	of	water	by	children.

Disease	management,	disability	and	
inclusion	(DMDI)
§ Water	is	consistently	available	in	

sufficient	quantities	to	do	activities	of	
daily	living	and	self	care.

§ Toilet	is	accessible	to	people	with	
disabilities.	

§ Improved	on	site	water	source	with	
universal	design.	

Further Readings
WHO.	(2015).	Report	on	neglected	tropical	diseases.	
WHO.	(2015).	WASH	and	NTD	control.	
Chitty	&	Waite.	(2014).	Briefing	note:	WASH	and	NTDs	roundtable

Publication“
Waite	RC,	Woods	G,	Velleman Y	&	Freeman	MC.	(2017).	Collaborating	to	

develop	joint	water,	sanitation	and	hygiene	(WASH)	and	neglected	tropical	
disease	(NTD)	sector	monitoring:	an	expert	consultation.	International	Health.	
doi.org/10.1093/inthealth/ihx008

Partners

WASH-NTD: policy briefing April | 2017

Core	indicators	identified	are	relevant	across	
many	NTDs.	However,	additional	WASH	
indicators	may	be	required	for	specific	
diseases	and	their	associated	risk	groups.

Round	1:

Round	2:	

Indicators	from	existing	WASH	and	NTD	frameworks	ranked	in	
order	of	importance	for	joint	monitoring	across	settings.	

Highest	ranked	indicators	scored	on	feasibility	of	data	collection,	
from	‘very	feasible’	to	‘very	challenging.’

Round	3:	 Sector	experts	rank	indicators	across	settings	again	with	regard	to	
their	importance	for	a	joint	monitoring	framework

Round	4:	 Disease-specific	experts	rank	indicators	by	importance	for	joint	
monitoring	within	each	issue	group


